
A wonderfully entertaining night was had by all 
at the PTA Talent Night on 20th November. 
Soon after 7.30pm the Strictly St 
Stephen’s Talent Night audience 
started piling into the school hall 
– set with 19 stylish dining tables, 
six of them VIP tables (best seats 
in the house). Waitresses bought 
drinks to the tables and sold raffle 
tickets and souvenir brochures, while 
behind the scenes the first few acts were 
in the dressing room preparing to go on. 
 
A hush of silence filled the room at 8pm 
prompt when the much-loved comperes of last 
year Jeremy Seal and Nic Morris came on 

stage. Ant 
& Dec and 
Morecambe & 
Wise sprang 
to mind as 
these two had 
the audience 
glued to each 
performance 
throughout 
the show 

with their charismatic tongue-in-cheek delivery. 
Commenting on each of the acts were the 
judging panel made up of Justin Adams, whose 
second name is showbiz, let’s face it (and whose 
second home is Madison 
Square Gardens), and Mark 
Dunnell – who generously 
stepped in at the last 
moment to add some edgy 
controversy and humour to 
the judg  ing commentary. 
A speedy game of Heads 
& Tails won by Rupert 
Stubbs was the start of 
the fun.

First to perform, was Avril 
Prescott singing Nine to Five 
by Dolly Parton. Like Dolly 

(and she did look like Dolly) 
in a blonde wig and white 
fringed cowgirl dress, 

Avril has a big voice and 
got the party started in 

style whilst whipping up 
the audience with her cheeky 

rendition. Next on stage 
was one of our own teachers 
Laura Griffin who sang two 
classical numbers, Think of Me 
from Phantom of the Opera 
and O Mio Babbino Caro, by 
Puccini. Looking sublime she 
sang like a professional and 
was accompanied by her Mum on the piano. 
A real treat was to follow as third on stage was 
Zanna La Diva or Suzanna 
Cardash as we know her, 
who wowed the crowd by 
her gutsy and seductive 
version of the Shirley 
Bassey song Big Spender 
which she sung fabulously. 
Next amazingly talented 
and slick Xa Sturgis’ 
magic act had the crowd in 
hysterics whilst looking on 
in awe – and we have to add 

that Sue Bone made a super Magicians 
assistant, well done Sue – and the first 
half of the show drew to a close.
 
A Fish & Chip supper followed and the 
raffle tickets drawn. Sarah and Matt Ellis 
certainly had luck on their side winning 
3 of the best raffle prizes – a bottle of 
champagne from the Grappa Bar, Dinner 
for two at Marlbourgh Tavern and a the 

Promise of a three 
course meal for 6 
delivered to your 
door. Other great 
prizes included 
£40 voucher to 
Jamie Oliver’s, 
Complimentary 
Cocktails at the 

swanky new Opium Bar plus lots of other great 
stuff such as luxurious pampering treatments, 
a tennis lesson and theatre vouchers. It was 
Andy Proudman who was the envy of us all 
outbidding Alex Machin for the much coveted 
single auction item of a signed CD and poster of 
the Wurzels – a bargain at £55 well done Andy!
 
The second half of the 
show was headed up by 
a class act The School 
Council made up of 
Bob Coggins, Keith 
Quinn and Carole 
Bond who sang You 
do Something To 
Me, the performance 
wouldn’t have been out of place 
in a smoochy jazz club, stylishly executed it was 
literally a hard act to follow. 

Luckily it was our last years winners The 
Senior Leadership Team made up of our own 
Pete Mountstephen, Louise Flynn, Gail 
Gammage, Michelle Russell and Emma 
Dangerfield who were next to perform. In 
silver sequined mini dresses with flowers in 

their hair the girls were super sassy coconuts 
to Pete Mountstephen’s Kid Creole. Singing 
Stool Pigeon 
they rocked 
the house, 
Pete your 
outfit was the 
business!

Last year’s 
runners up 

The Dapper Dans were 
next. This trio of Kate 
& Mark Frith and 
Nicky Gladstone 
are no stranger to 
the stage having 
recently performed at 
Womad Festival this 
year. Singing God 
May Forgive You, 
Kate and Nicky’s 
voices blended 

perfectly with Mark’s wonderful guitar 
tone, and their performance lifted the show to a 
new level. 

Last but 
not least 
Grease was 
the word as 
The T-Birds 
(Pete MS 
and Rupert 
Stubbs) and Pink Ladies (Avril Prescott 
and Sarah QE) supported Kerry George 
as Sandy and Andy QE as Danny with the 
Grease favourite Summer Nights.  Kerry sang 
wonderfully and looked amazing in 
the role as Sandy and 
Andy rose to the 
occasion and wasn’t 
half bad as Danny – 
a sing-a-long ended 
the show on an a 
high.
 
Tension mounted as the votes were counted and 
the winners were announced – in reverse order... 
Third place went to Avril Prescott as Dolly 
Parton, Second place went to Xa Sturgis with his 
Magic Act, and First Prize winning the St 
Stephen’s Talent Night Oscar was the Dapper 
Dans – a worthy victory – well done guys!
 
A huge thanks goes to all involved – you know 
who you are....The night raised a wonderful 
£1,150.00 for PTA.

Strictly St Stephen’s!  
The Talent Night Review...

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  


